
Dr. Jokichi Takamine
Dr. Jokichi Takamine lived through the dramatic period of time from the 
end of the Tokugawa shogunate, Meiji era, and Taisho era. He left a great 
legacy as a scientist, entrepreneur, and an international goodwill 
ambassador. Dr. Takamine is called the father of modern biotechnology 
for his research and development of amylolytic enzymes derived from 
microorganisms, mainly Taka-Diastase.

Dr. Jokichi Takamine
(photo courtesy Great People of
Kanazawa Memorial Museum)
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Conference/Meeting Date Title Speaker

2025 AOCS Annual Meeting & Expo Apr. 27th-30th, 2025
(Oregon, USA)

Functional Modification of Protein-glutaminase and its Industrial Application

2026 Exhibitions

Journal/Book Date Title Author

Food Science and Technology Research
2025, Vol.31, No.3, FSTR-D-24-00222

Trends in Food Science & Technology
2025, Vol.156, 104870

Microbial protease supplementation improves gastric emptying and protein 
digestive fate of beef for the elderly under dynamic in vitro digestion

Aug. 2025

Mar. 2025

Mar. 2025

Feb. 2025

Feb. 2025

Jan. 2025   

Jan. 2025       
Wei Luo, Jingnan Zhang, 
Mirja Kaizer Ahmmed, Kiyota Sakai, 
Fereidoon Shahidi, Zijian Zhi, Haizhou Wu
Kiyota Sakai, Masamichi Okada, 
Shotaro Yamaguchi
Zhitong｠Zhou,｠Yang｠Liu,｠Yuki｠Ishigaki,｠
Shotaro｠Yamaguchi,｠Jian｠Chen,｠Xiao｠Liu
Jinzen Ikebe, Kazunori Yoshida, 
Satoru Ishihara, Yoichi Kurumida, 
Tomoshi Kameda
Kiyota Sakai, Nickolas Broches, Keita Okuda, 
Masamichi Okada, Shotaro Yamaguchi
Tatsuki Kato, Yuki Ishigaki, Hiroki Fujioka, 
Kan Yamashiro, Hideyuki Yamashita, 
Kenji Ozeki

Shotaro Yamaguchi

Food Research International
2025, Vol.202, 115721

Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry
2025, Vol.73, No.8, 4829-4839

Current Research in Food Science
2025, Vol.10, 101022

Seibutsu-kogaku Kaishi, 
Volume 103 Issue 5 Pages 180‒186 (2025)

Food Chemical, 2025, Vol41 No8 (484)

Computational design of Burkholderia cepacia lipase mutants that show 
enhanced stereoselectivity in the production of L-menthol

Umami and saltiness enhancements of textured pea proteins by combining 
protease- and glutaminase-catalyzed reactions

Study on Amazake production methods to increase Resistant Protein 
content

Forty Years of Development in Speciality Enzymes for Food Processing

Nov. 2025

Nov. 2025 Ryutaro Nishigaki, Kiyota Sakai, 
Masashi Kato, Motoyuki Shimizu
Kiyota Sakai, Masamichi Okada, 
Shotaro Yamaguchi

Bulletin of Applied Glycoscience
2025, Vol15, No3
Food Science and Technology Research
2025, Vol.31, No.6

Characteristics and industrial applications of fungal β-1,4-mannanase

Protein-glutaminase represses aggregate formation via electrostatic 
interactions between fish gelatin and carrageenan

Kazunori Yoshida

Enzymatic Advancements in Plant-Based Milk: Enhancing Taste and Nutritional Value Minghong Yang

4th Swiss-German-Japanese Workshop on 
Biocatalysis and Bioprocess Development

Jun. 26th, 2025
(Greifswald, Germany)

ENGINEERING OF INNOVATIVE PROTEIN-GLUTAMINASE FOR PLANT-BASED 
FOOD APPLICATION Kazunori Yoshida

2025 IFT First Annual Event and Expo Jul. 13th-16th, 2025
(Illinois, USA) From Months to Minutes: The Future of Cheese Aging with Enzymes Monica Henry

Jul. 29th, 2025
(Tokyo, Japan)

The Profound Depths of Enzyme Production by Microorganisms 
(Liquid Fermentation, Koji Cultivation) Koji Mito       

Japan Society of Food Science and Technology 
72nd Convention

Aug. 27th-29th, 2025
(Tokyo, Japan)

Umami and saltiness enhancements of textured pea proteins by combining 
protease- and glutaminase-catalyzed reactions Kiyota Sakai

74th JSAG Annual Meeting Sep. 3rd-5th, 2025
(Okayama, Japan) Functional analysis of novel glucose 2-epimerases Ryo Takaoka

The 77th Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Biotechnology, Japan

Sep. 11th, 2025
(Hiroshima, Japan) Enzyme Production by Koji (Solid-State) Cultivation Koji Mito

Japan Society for Meat Science and Technology, 
Fall Symposium

Sep. 15th, 2025
(Gifu, Japan) Improved functional properties of plant-based meat analogs by industrial enzymes Kiyota Sakai

The 2nd North America‒Japan
Enzyme Technology Symposium

Sep. 22nd, 2025 
(Minnesota, USA ) Performance expansion of industrial specialty enzymes Satoru Ishihara

2025 China High-Quality Development Conference for Protein 
Beverages, Functional Beverages, and Solid Beverages

Oct. 20th, 2025       
 (Hubei, China) Enzyme-driven technological innovation in the beverage industry Panhui Wang

Joint Symposium with Vietnam National University 
Hanoi University of Science and Amano Enzyme Inc

Oct. 24th, 2025 
(Hanoi, Vietnam) Advances in structure-based enzyme engineering and future prospects Satoru Ishihara

The 8th Sino-Japan Joint Symposium on 
Enzyme Technology

Nov. 1st, 2025
(Zhejiang, China) Enzyme Market as Digestive Aids and Nutritional Supplements in the World Yuki Ishigaki

Fungal Molecular Biology Conference, Workshop Nov. 16th, 2025
(Aichi, Japan)

Enzymes creating a sustainable food future: 
The cutting edge of plant-based food applications Kazunori Yoshida

Enzyme Production by Koji (Solid-State) Cultivation; 
Expanding Prospects from Filamentous Fungi Research to Industrial Applications Koji Mito

5th Amano Enzyme Research Grant Presentation Nov. 21st, 2025
(Aichi, Japan) Functional analysis of novel glucose 2-epimerases Ryo Takaoka

The Japanese Society for Food Science and 
Technology, Chubu Symposium 2025

Dec. 13th, 2025
(Gifu, Japan) Enzyme applications for plant-based meat analogs Kiyota Sakai

Japan Society for Bioscience, Biotechnology, 
and Agrochemistry　annual meeting 2026

Mar. 9th, 2026
(Kyoto, Japan) Functional analysis of a novel glucose-fructose oxidoreductase Kakeru Nagaki

Valorization of animal by-product enzymes: Advancing sustainable food 
processing through innovative extraction, purification, and application strategies

Glutamic acid production methods by protease and protein-glutaminase 
for plant-based meat analog patties

Scan the QR code 
to visit the Study 
Group's website.

The Jokichi Takamine Study Group is accepting supporting members.
Supporting members will receive publications related to Dr. 
Takamine and regularly issued newsletters. They also receive 
information about lectures, events, and news.
If you would like to join us, please write your name (if you are a 
corporate body, company/organization name and department), 
postal code, address, phone number (no cell phone number 
accepted), occupation, age, and sex on a letter or a postcard and 
mail it to us. We will return a bank transfer form to pay the initiation 
fee and the annual membership fee.

Notification of the recruitment of new members
Address

Jokichi Takamine Study Group, NPO Office
1-15-11 5th floor of Daini Meiwa Building,
Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo
105-0001 Japan

＊For more details, please visit our website.
https://npo-takamine.org/membership/

Main Activities
In 2025, the group held activities in various areas to share Dr. Jokichi 

Takamine's willingness to take on challenges and pioneering spirit with younger 
generations. At museums in Tokyo, the group held lectures that highlighted Dr. 
Takamine's multifaceted endeavors while showing how scientific knowledge 
connects with society. At a junior high school in Tokyo, the group also took part 
in entrepreneurship education programs, speaking at places associated with 
Eiichi Shibusawa and sharing with students how Dr. Takamine and Shibusawa 
each helped shape their time through both science and business. In Dr. 
Takamine's birthplace of Takaoka City, and in Kanazawa City, where he spent 
his childhood, the group held 17th annual lectures, introducing junior high 
school and university students to Dr. Takamine's life as both a pioneer of 
biotechnology and an entrepreneur. It also expanded its outreach through a 
wide range of channels, including providing images for educational books and 
television programs and publishing research articles. In the coming year, we 
hope to continue to provide accurate information and educational outreach.

　　　    Entrepreneurship Education and Jokichi Takamine
Dr. Jokichi Takamine was not only a scientist who helped pioneer biotechnology 

in Japan, but also an entrepreneur who launched multiple businesses. His 
commitment to bringing scientific discoveries to society was further strengthened 
through his relationship with Eiichi Shibusawa and played an important role in 
Japan's industrial development during the Meiji era. This year, we advanced 
initiatives at educational institutions across Japan, including lectures on 
entrepreneurship education in Tokyo's Kita Ward, presenting Dr. Takamine's 
thinkings as a foundation for building the future. By repeatedly taking on 
challenges and developing new fields, the life of Dr. Takamine offers young 
people living in an era of change a clear model for forging their own paths. His 
spirit of bridging science and business to shape the future continues to resonate 
strongly with modern entrepreneurship education.

Topic

Jokichi Takamine Study Group, NPO
The NPO, Dr. Jokichi Takamine Study Group, is engaged in educational 

activities, such as publishing journals and holding lectures, in order to make 
more people aware of Dr. Takamine, who made a great contribution to the 
development of science and technology in modern Japan, its commercialization, 
and goodwill between Japan and the United States.

Lecture at Horifune Junior High School, Kita 
Ward, Tokyo, held as part of the group's 
entrepreneurship education activities at 
a site associated with Eiichi Shibusawa.

Lecture at Kanazawa Institute of Technology, 
including student-led outreach activities such 
as science classes and events for elementary, 
junior high, and high school students, 
conducted as part of the "You Are the Future 
Dr. Jokichi Takamine! Fermentation Industry 
Revitalization Project."

Dr. Takamine has graves at Woodlawn 
Cemetery in New York and Aoyama Cemetery 
in Tokyo. Pictured is one of the graves with 
a furry visitor.

For details and the latest information, please refer to our website or each exhibition website.

Conference presentation Amano Enzyme has decided academic presentations such as the following.

Date Exhibition Location Date Exhibition Location
Medical Fair India
Food focus Thailand-Functional F&B Roadmap
Florida Section IFT
SCIFTS
NCA Convention
FIC 2026
CACLP2026(In Vitro Diagnostic Expo)
CheeseExpo
NY IFT
Molkerei Kongress Munich
PETFOOD FORUM 2026 
PLMA’s 2026 World of Private Label
PPIC Annual Research Spotlight Meeting
Bridge2Food Europe
CPHI & PMEC China 2026

January 29-31
February 11
February 16-17
March 3
March 12-14
March 17-19
March 21-23
April 14-16
April 16
April 21-22
April 27-29
May 19-20
May 20-21
June 9-11
June 16-18

New Delhi（India）
Nonthaburi（Thailand）
Orlando (US)
Garden Grove (US)
Tampa(US)
Shanghai (China)
Xiamen (China)
Milwaukee (US)
Edison (US)
Munich (German)
Kansas City（US）
Amsterdam(Netherland)
St Paul (US)
Copenhagen(Denmark)
Shanghai (China)

IFT FIRST 2026
ADLM 2026

Food focus Thailand-dairy and dairy 
alternatives Roadmap

Fi Asia 2026

The Food Tech Summit & Expo 2026

Alimentaria FoodTech 2026
Bridge2Foods North America 2026
Hi Japan 2026
SupplySide Global 2026
Minnesota section IFT
Chicago Section IFT
Fi Europe 2026
CPHI India 2026

July 12-15
July 26-30

September 10

September 16-18

September 30
　-October 1

October 6-8
October 13-15
October 14-16
October 28-30
TBA
November 4
November 17-19
November 23-25

Chicago (US)
Anaheim (US)

Pathum Thani（Thailand）

Jakarta（Indonesia）

Mexico City（Mexico)

Barcelona(Spain)
Minneapolis(US)
Tokyo (Japan)
Las vegas(US)
Minneapolis(US)
Chicago (US)
Frankfurt（Germany）
New Delhi(India)

Microbe Week 2025
"Utilizing Microorganisms for Industrial Applications: 
Challenges from Corporate Research, Part 1"


