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We are Supporting Athlete

On May 5, 2023, the University of Minnesota 
and Amano Enzyme co-hosted the 1st North 
America-Japan Enzyme Technology Symposium in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, United States. The themes 
for the first symposium were biotransformation and 
food technology. Both of these themes address two 
major challenges the world faces, environmental 
conservation and the global food crisis. Around 70 
people gathered at the University of Minnesota for 
a lively exchange of ideas.
Ten researchers were invited from Japan, the US, 

Canada, and Denmark to present their latest 
findings in the invited lectures (shown on the 
right). Much to the interest of the audience, a 
wide range of enzyme research, from the basic 
enzyme research to food applications,  was 
presented. Some of the lectures are available on 
the University of Minnesota's YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/@biotechnologyinstitut
e8954/).
At a poster session, young researchers were 

given the opportunity to present their findings, 
with the most outstanding poster receiving an 
award. At a panel discussion focused on career 
design for graduate students, a moderator led a 
discussion with four speakers in which they 
discussed their career transition points.
We wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  P ro f .  Romas  J .  

Kazlauskas, Prof. Claudia Schmidt-Dannert, and 
Prof .  B.  Pam Ismai l  f rom the Univers i ty of  

Minnesota for their support in organizing the 
symposium. Amano Enzyme will continue to 
regularly host symposia in the US and around the 
world to encourage and advance enzyme research.

The 3rd Japan-Switzerland-Germany Workshop 
on Biocatalysis and Bioprocess Development was 
held from September 10 to 13, 2023. With a long 
history, the workshop originally began as a 
bilateral meeting between Japan and Germany in 
1978 and Japan and Switzerland in 1988. The two 
were eventually integrated in 2019. This year's 
workshop, the third one ever, was held with 
support from Amano Enzyme in Inuyama, Aichi, 
Japan, which itself has a long history.
A total of 96 people attended the event, including 

22 from overseas. 42 talks were given with another 
30 poster presentations. A wide range of topics 
were discussed, from the development of enzymes 
to new applications for them. Amano Enzyme gave 
one talk and two poster presentations. Many 
presentations reported the latest AI technology 
applications and provided an exciting look at 
examples of combining traditional and new 
technologies. The workshop was an opportunity 
for us to reaffirm the incredible potential of 
biocatalysts (enzymes), substances that have long 
attracted researchers the world over.
During the event period, an excursion was 

organized mainly for attendees from overseas. The 
tour saw the group go Ukai cormorant fishing on 
the Kiso River and explore the Japanese national 
treasure Inuyama Castle, before enjoying matcha 
green tea in the national treasure tea house Jo-an 
in the Urakuen Japanese Garden and visiting 
IMASEN Inuyama Karakuri Museum, for a special 
presentation about Karakuri dolls from Tamaya 
Shobei. Attendees were also invited to tour the 
Amano Enzyme Innovation Center.
The fourth workshop will be held in Europe in 

2025 and the fifth in Japan in 2027. We will 
continue to support the workshop and make every 
effort to contribute to this historic event as one of 
Japan's leading enzyme manufacturers.

The Asian Championships 2023. Haruna Baba is first from the right.
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In September 2022, Haruna Baba, a member of the Japanese national women's fencing epee team, 
joined Amano Enzyme.
Baba has our full support as a member of our company and we hope to see her achieve even greater 
heights in fencing.

Name
Sport
Birthplace
Affiliation

Haruna Baba
Fencing epee
Gifu Prefecture
General Affairs Division

2019
2022
2023
2023

2023
2023

World Cup Satellite Costa Rica, champion
Asian Championships 2022  Team epee, Bronze Medal
Asian Championships 2023  Team epee, Bronze Medal
World Championships 2023  Individual and team 
epee, participated
19th Asian Games  Team epee, Bronze Medal
World Cup Satellite Croatia, Bronze Medal
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